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For centuries the international law has developed a vast legal framework to protect cultural heritage.
History also teaches us that it is not always possible to stop those who, with wickedness and
contempt, offend the cultural heritage and identities of communities around the world.

However, after the Second War, May 14, 1954, at The Hague, a city on the western coast of the
Netherlands, 49 countries, members of United Nations have acceded to the first protocol of the
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution
of the Convention'. This Convention was then renewed by a Second Protocol 26 March 1999 always in
The Hague. The individual signatory countries only adopted the Convention definitively, in their
respective countries, in subsequent years.

The Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property was presented because of the great
destruction of cultural heritage during the Second World War, but just in Washington, April 15,
1935, published an important Treaty on the Protection of Artistic and Scientific Institutions and Historic
Monuments, also known as Roerich Pact?. The most important purpose of the Roerich Pact is the legal
recognition that the defense of cultural objects is more important than the use or destruction of that
culture for military purposes, and the protection of culture always has precedence over any military
necessity. It was certainly the first international treaty that focused exclusively on the protection of
cultural heritage in the event of armed conflict.

In armed conflicts, cultural heritage has always been the subject of negotiation. It has been plundered
or destroyed not only to finance the war but above all to cancel the identity of communities.
Meanwhile, all the signatory countries of the Convention of 1954 have always maintained that “any
damage to cultural property, regardless of the people to whom it belongs, is damage to the cultural
heritage of all humanity, because every people contributes to the culture of the world”.

In addition, many countries in the world are also signatories to the Convention Concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972)’, in fact this document also represents an important
international reference for the protection of cultural heritage.

Confirming this international institutional and normative commitment, the Abu Dhabi Declaration®,
adopted by more than 40 countries, on 3 December 2016 in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in the United
Arab Emirates, presents a very proactive incipit and also reiterates several times the value of the
above-mentioned conventions. This last document affirms that the cultural heritage is a mirror of the
community, of mankind and is still a guardian of collective memory as well as a witness to the
creative and productive spirit. In the meantime, however, armed and terrorist conflicts are violently
putting this heritage into crisis, attacking its very roots in order to dismantle traditions and

! “Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for the Execution of the
Convention”, The Hague 1954. The complete document is available at

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL ID-13637&URL DO-DO TOPIC&URL SECTION-20Lhtml

2 Treaty on the Protection of Artistic and Scientific Institutions and Historic Monuments, Washington 1935. The complete
document is available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ihl/INTRO/32520penDocument

3*Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage”. The complete document is available at:
https://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/

* Abu Dhabi Declaration (2016). The complete document is available at:
http://www.icomos.org/en/what-we-do/image-what-we-do/401-heritage-at-risk/8262-icomos-adopts-the-abu-dhabi-declaration-
on-heritage-at-risk-in-the-context-of-armed-conflicts




certainties regarding the cultural identity of peoples. Indeed, without human and cultural heritage,
memory is erased forever and as a result, the future is compromised.

Moreover, in 2017, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2347° that states
“directing unlawful attacks against sites and buildings dedicated to religion, education, art, science
or charitable purposes, or historic monuments may constitute, under certain circumstances and
pursuant to international law a war crime and that perpetrators of such attacks must be brought to
justice”.

Following the political events that are offending the human and cultural heritage in so many
countries of the world, many international institutions have activated petitions and realized
communicates published everywhere to solicitude the public opinion about a topic regulated from
Conventions and Declarations that have not legal value, but these documents represent recognized
agreements. Certainly, these agreements are an important reference to manage of the cultural
heritage in the world. Many non-governmental organizations as UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), ICOM (International Council of Museums),
ICOMOS (International Council Monuments and Sites) and UWTO (World Tourism
Organization) have expressed diplomatically and have remembered the respect of the international
Conventions, the recognition of the human rights and above all of the historical memory of the
humanity. Also, many Universities in the world have organized petitions to sustain the respect of the
world heritage because the cultural heritage belongs to everyone and not only to the country to
which it is collocated.

Now, it’s very important to reflect together about the value of the “soft power” because the culture
is an expression of the communities and here it’s very important to remember that the Constitution
of UNESCO® proclaims that “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the
defenses of peace must be constructed”.

This research project aims to invite the researchers in the world to propose papers about the Cultural
Diplomacy and to analyze the international relations and how the cultural policies of their countries
implement international Conventions, as well as programs for the protection of human rights.
Looking forward to receiving your proposals, we remain at your disposal.
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SUnited Nations, Security Council, Resolution 2347 (2017). The complete document is available at:
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12764.doc.htm

¢ Constitution of UNESCO. The complete document is available at: http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-

URL ID-15244&URL DO-DO TOPIC&URL SECTION=201.html
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